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Education 

Southern Oregon University 2018 

B.S. in Sociology and Anthropology with a minor in Political Science 

Summa Cum Laude 

Washington State University 2022 

M.A. in Sociology 

Washington State University Expected 2026 

PhD. in Sociology 

 

Research Areas 

Rural Politics and Policy; Rural Poverty; Place-based Inequality; Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Conference Presentations 

Qualitatively Researching Hard-to-Reach Rural Populations: Challenges and 

Opportunities. Panel Presentation. The Rural Sociological Society Annual Conference. 

Salt Lake City, UT. July 2025. 

 

Separatism in the Rural West: The Role of Economic Restructuring and Perceptions of 

 the State in Conservative Social Movements. The Rural Sociological Society Annual 

 Conference. Madison, WI. July 2024. 

 

Where are the Movements? Rural Social Movements in the Current Political Climate. 

The Rural Sociological Society Annual Conference. Burlington, VT. August 2023. 

 

Policing Rural Poverty: Narratives from within Washington’s Criminal Justice System. 

The Pacific Northwest Regional Economic Conference. Walla Walla, WA. May 2023.  

 

America’s Rural-Urban Divide: A Quantitative Analysis of Values and Place. The 

Ronald E. McNair Program Summer Research Synopsis. Ashland, OR. August 2018. 

 

The Definitely Deviant State of Jefferson. The Southern Oregon Arts and Research 

Conference. Ashland, OR. May 2018. 

 

The State of Jefferson: A Case Study in America’s Rural-Urban Divide. The Southern 

Oregon Arts and Research Conference. Ashland, OR. May 2018. 



 

Works Accepted for Publication 

Jennifer Sherman, Michelle Weston, and Jennifer Schwartz. “A 

System that Keeps You Stuck”: Rural Poverty and the Criminal-

Legal System” in Understanding Poverty through Lived Experiences. 

Rowman & Littlefield.  

 

2026 

Jennifer Sherman, Michelle Weston, Ish Green, and Whitney 

Shervey. “Rural Communities.” In The Oxford Research 

Encyclopedia of Sociology. Oxford University Press. 

 

2026 

Research Experience  

Research Assistant for The Washington State Rural Jails Network 2023-2025 

Teaching Experience  

Course Name 

 

Students 

 

Contemporary Masculinities, Washington State University 

 

15-20 

Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Washington 

State University 

 

30-35 

Criminology (upper division), Washington State University 

 

45-50 

Murder and Mass Mayhem in American Society, Washington State 

University 

45-50 

Drugs and Society, Washington State University 45-50 

The Family, Washington State University 

 

25-30 

Sociology of Sport, Washington State University 

 

25-30 

Social Problems, Washington State University 

 

30-40 

Introduction to Sociology, Washington State University  

 

30-40 

 

 
 

 



 

Related Work Experience 

 

Finance Department Liaison, Puls Technologies  

San Francisco, California 

Responsible for communications with and executing payouts to field 

technicians 

 

 December 2018-August 

2019 

Executive Assistant/Dispatcher, Network One 

Medford, Oregon 

Responsible for scheduling and dispatching technicians and 

contractors to field sites, client relations, preparing reports, and 

coordinating appointments 

 

 June 2017-December 2018 

Paraprofessional, Ashland School District 

Ashland, Oregon 

Responsible for assisting teachers in K-12 classrooms, leading small 

groups, maintaining student safety 

 August 2016-December 

2018 

Additional Skills and Training 

Program/Skill Level of Experience 

NVivo (Qualitative Data Software) Expert 

Microsoft Office Suite  Expert 

Stata (Statistical Analysis Software) Intermediate 

Statistical Package for the Social Sciences Intermediate 

R Programming Beginner 

 

Service 

Committee Member, The Rural Sociological Society 2022-Present 

Graduate Student Mentor 2020-Present 

Conference for Inequality, Washington State University 

 

2019 

Professional Association Memberships 

Rural Sociological Society 



 

Funding and Awards 

Foundry10 Bridge Fellowship 2024 

Joseph R. DeMartini Excellence in Teaching Award 2024 

John Wardwell Alumni Endowed Scholarship in Sociology 2023 

Karen Jennison & Kenneth Johnson Graduate Student Travel 

Award  

2023 

Gordon D. and Izola P. Morgan Graduate Fellowship in 

Sociology 

2022, 2024, 2025 

Fred R. Yoder Memorial Graduate Fellowship in Sociology                                 2021, 2022 

 

First Year Summer Fellowship 2020 

Southern Oregon University McNair Post-Baccalaureate 

Achievement Scholar 

2017-2018 
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