
SOCIOLOGY 102: SOCIAL PROBLEMS [SSCI] 

SECTION 01, FALL 2016 

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE 

This course introduces students to a wide-breadth of issues known in sociology as social 

problems. Generally speaking, social problems are “conditions that somehow harm society” 

(Best 2013:3). However, as we will discuss, this definition largely fails to explain why some 

conditions that cause a great deal of harm are not considered social problems, while other 

conditions that cause little or no harm are considered major social problems. As such, this course 

will “focus on how and why particular conditions come to be constructed as social problems” 

(Best 2013:14).  

This course has three learning outcomes as an Inquiry in Social Sciences course at 

Washington State University– (1) critical and creative thinking; (2) quantitative reasoning; and 

(3) information literacy. Through independent research, writing and in-class discussions, 

students are expected to improve their critical and creative thinking and communication skills. 

Students are also expected to refine their “sociological imagination” and improve their ability to 

identify the underlying processes that drive what a society defines (or fails to identify) as a social 

problem. It is hoped students will develop such breadth, depth, and integration of learning for 

the benefit of themselves, their communities, and for society at large. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Best, Joel. 2013. Social Problems. 2nd Edition. New York: W.W. Norton and Company.  

Silver, Ira. 2007. Social Problems: Readings. New York: W.W. Norton and Company. 

 (Available at the Bookie and online to rent or buy) 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor: 

Office: 

Office Hours: 

 

E-mail: 

Darcy Hauslik 
151 Wilson-Short Hall 

W: 11-1 and by apt. 

 
darcy.hauslik@wsu.edu 

Class Information 

Credits:  

Days 

Time:  

Location: 

 

 

3 

M/W/F 

10:10pm – 11:00pm 
CUE 119 

mailto:darcy.hauslik@wsu.edu


EXPECTATIONS 

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM ME? 

- Prompt feedback on assignments: I will provide you with prompt feedback on graded 

assignments.. 

- Prompt response to student inquiries: I check my email between 9 am and 5 pm, 

Monday thru Friday. If you email me during those times, I will respond within 24 hours. 

Outside of those hours, I will try to respond within 48 hours. I check my email 

sporadically on the weekend, and it will take me longer to respond if you contact me 

during that time. 

- Availability during office hours: I will be available during my scheduled office hours, 

barring any unforeseen circumstances. If I need to adjust my office hours, I will let the 

class know as far in advance as possible. 

WHAT DO I EXPECT FROM YOU? 

- Respect for others. During this course we will be discussing a variety of concepts which 

course members will undoubtedly have different experiences with or opinions on. 

Everyone in the course is expected to respect each other’s thoughts in class by not cutting 

anyone off and not belittling anyone for a comment. (Please see the “Respect for Others” 

section below for more information).  

- Regular class attendance and participation in class. This means that you have 

prepared for class by completing assigned readings for that day, are actively engaged in 

class, and complete any participation assignments. Simply showing up will not earn you 

full points. Arriving on time and staying for the duration of class are also expected unless 

you have previous permission from the instructor.  

- No electronic devices: Students must turn off or silence all cell phones. In addition, no 

laptops will be allowed in class.  

Please note: Compliant with the new email policy all correspondence regarding academic 

activities will be sent to the student’s official @wsu.edu email account. Be sure to check this 

account (and the BlackBoard course space) regularly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION  

Participation and Attendance: 

Attendance and participation are integral parts of this course. Daily attendance is expected. 

Barring university excused absences every day of class missed will result in a lower final grade. 

Discussion grades are contingent upon completing discussion assignments and the prerequisite 

readings before class. Focused reading guides will be provided. Students will be expected to 

answer questions based off of these reading guides at random. Discussion and Attendance are 

worth a maximum of 25% of your course grade. 

Term Paper: 

The term paper is an opportunity for students to apply what we learn about social problems as a 

process to a social problem of the student’s choosing. The final paper is worth a maximum of 

20% of the course grade. There will be five assignments related to the term paper through the 

course of the semester, to include four paper workshops. These five components are worth a 

maximum of 20% of the course grade. 

Exams: 

There will be two exams – one midterm and the final exam. Exams will not be cumulative per se, 

however, several themes introduced in earlier sections will remain relevant throughout the 

course. The midterm is worth 15% of the course grade; the final is worth 20% 

 

Summary of Grade Percentage for Class Assignments 

 

Assignment      Percent of Grade 

Participation and Attendance 25% 

Term Paper Related Assignments 40% 

Course Project Proposal (Workshop 1) -- 

Claimsmaker Overview (Workshop 2) 

Media Overview (Workshop 3) 

Public, Policy and Work (Workshop 4) 

5% 

5% 

5% 

Policy Outcomes (Workshop 5) 5% 

Term Paper 20% 

Exams 35% 

Midterm  15% 

Final 20% 

   Sum of all assignments 100 

 



GENERAL GRADING CRITERIA  

Timely Submission of Assignments: Specific due dates for each assignment are noted on the 

course calendar. All assignments are due at the beginning of class on their respective due dates.  

No late assignments will be accepted. The exception being the final paper which will receive 

a 10% grade penalty (loss of a full letter grade) for every day that it is late.  

Grade Questions: Students can direct any questions they have about a grade to the instructor. 

However, students must allow 24 hours to pass before they ask their question(s). Once these 24 

hours have passed, students must provide the instructor with a written response to the grade, 

documenting where the student feels inaccurately graded on the course assignment. Students 

should be advised, however, that reconsideration of an assignment grade may result in more 

points being taken off of the assignment if additional flaws are found in the assignment that 

might have been missed the first time it was graded. It is your responsibility to keep track of 

your grade and graded assignments.  

University Grades and Grade Points: Students’ final grades will be a percentage (0 to 100%) 

of the total 500 points possible on the course assignments. I will use the following grading scale 

to convert the percentage of points earned to a final letter grade: 

Letter Grade Percent Points  Letter Grade Percent Points 

A 93-100 930 – 1000  C 73-76 730-769 

A- 90-92 900 – 929  C- 70-72 700-729 

B+ 87-89 870 – 899  D+ 67-69 670-699 

B 83-86 830 – 869  D 60-66 600 – 669 

B- 80-82 800 – 829  F 0-59 0 – 599 

C+ 77-79 770 – 799     

 

Please note that an “I” or “incomplete grade” will only be given for students who, for reasons 

beyond their control, are unable to complete their course work in a timely manner. Additional 

information on the incomplete grade and the procedures the professor will follow for processing 

such grade can be found at http://www.registrar.wsu.edu/Registrar/Apps/Acadregs.ASPX/#90. 

Students who anticipate that they will not complete the course assignments in a timely manner 

for reasons beyond their control are advised to convey that to the professor, their academic 

advisor, and any other pertinent university personnel immediately to determine the best course of 

action for the student.  

ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY AND COURSE POLICIES 

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are 

available for students with a documented disability. If a student has a disability and need 

http://www.registrar.wsu.edu/Registrar/Apps/Acadregs.ASPX/#90


accommodations to fully participate in this class, the student should either visit or call the Access 

Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with an Access 

Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. For more 

information, students should contact a Disability Specialist at the Pullman campus at 509-335-

3417; http://accesscenter.wsu.edu; Access.Center@wsu.edu.  

Academic Integrity: Each student must turn in original work. No copying will be accepted. 

Students who violate WSU's Standards of Conduct for Students will receive an F as a final grade 

in this course, will not have the option to withdraw from the course and will be reported to the 

Office Student Standards and Accountability. Cheating is defined in the Standards for Student 

Conduct WAC 504-26-010 (3). It is strongly suggested that students read and understand these 

definitions.  

Safety and Emergency Notification: Washington State University is committed to enhancing 

the safety of the students, faculty, staff, and visitors. It is highly recommended that students 

review the Campus Safety Plan (http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/) and visit the Office of Emergency 

Management web site (http://oem.wsu.edu/) for a comprehensive listing of university policies, 

procedures, statistics, and information related to campus safety, emergency management, and the 

health and welfare of the campus community. 

Adding or Dropping the Class: Students are encouraged to contact the Registrar’s office for 

guidance on adding or dropping the class this semester. The Registrar can be contacted at 509-

335-5346 or registrar@wsu.edu.  

Respect for Others:  This course is supposed to spark lively conversation on a diverse set of 

viewpoints and practices. Everyone in the course is expected to respect each other’s thoughts in 

class by not cutting anyone off and not belittling anyone for a comment. If a hurtful or 

inappropriate comment is made, the instructor will handle it according to class, departmental, 

and university policy. Also, students cannot begin packing up while someone is talking or 

finishing a point before the end of class, as doing so is extremely disrespectful, annoying, and 

disruptive to the class. Likewise, students must turn off or silence all modes of electronic 

communication—for example, cell phones, pagers, and e-mail—prior to coming to class. If one 

of these or another mode of electronic communication in possession of a student rings or 

otherwise disrupts class, then that student may be asked to leave the class session immediately 

and not to return until the next class session.  

Attendance Policy: Students who have not attended class meetings during the first week of the 

semester may be dropped from the course by the Sociology Department; students should not 

assume that they have been dropped without verification from the Sociology Department or 

Registrar’s office. Absences after the first week of class are those where students showed up to 

class more than 20 minutes late or left the class more than 20 minutes early. Students who need 

to leave class early or who will arrive late should sit closest to the class entrance/exit as possible 

to not disrupt class. Students must submit an assignment prior to missing class. A student should 

not e-mail the instructor to ask if the student has missed something important from class during 

http://accesscenter.wsu.edu/
mailto:Access.Center@wsu.edu
http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/
http://oem.wsu.edu/
mailto:registrar@wsu.edu


an absence, as everything covered in class will be important. If a student is absent, it is 

incumbent upon the student to find out from a classmate what he or she may have missed in 

class.  

Bathroom Breaks: Each class meeting is 75 minutes long. Bathroom breaks will be granted 

only for legitimate personal emergencies. Illegitimate bathroom breaks will likely result in an 

unexcused absence. 

Office Hours: Additional office hours may be arranged via email for a mutually available time if 

it is not possible for you to make my regularly scheduled hours. I require a 24-hour advanced 

notice for office hours set up via email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Changes: Course content and schedule as stated on this syllabus may change at the 

discretion of the instructor. Such changes will be communicated to the class via e-mail and 

in class as soon as they are made. 



COURSE CALENDAR  

 

Week 1: Background, Introduction, and the Sociological Imagination 

 

Mon. 8/22: Syllabus Day 

Wed. 8/24: Class Introductions – What are Social Problems? 

Fri. 8/26: Sociological Imagination Discussion 

Reading: Excerpt from The Sociological Imagination by C. Wright Mills (1959) 

[Handout also available on Blackboard] 

Due: Annotations and Discussion Preparation 

 

Week 2: Theory and Inequality  

 

Mon. 8/29: Inequality and Stratification Lecture 

(No Reading – Consider getting ahead!) 

Wed. 8/31: Sex and Gender 

Reading: Lucal, Betsy. 1999. “What it means to be gendered me: Life on the Boundaries 

of a dichotomous gender system.” Gender and Society 13(6): 781-797 

Available on Blackboard 

Fri. 9/2: Race and Ethnicity 

Reading: Chapter 4 in Law, Meaning, And Violence: Bad Boys : Public Schools in the 

Making of Black Masculinity. By Ferguson, Ann Arnett. Ann Arbor, US: University of 

Michigan Press, 2010.  

 

Week 3: Inequality Continued 

Mon. 9/5: Labor Day– NO CLASS! 

Wed. 9/7: Class and the American Dream 

Reading: Introduction and Chapter 1 – Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 

Available on Blackboard 

Fri. 9/9: Race, Class, Gender – Intersections and Review 

 



Week 4: Introduction to the Social Problems Process 

Mon. 9/12: The Social Problems Process Lecture – Course Overview 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 1 – The Social Problems Process 

Wed. 9/14: Discussion 

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 2; Reading 5; and Reading 20 

Fri. 9/16: Claims Lecture 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 2 – Claims 

 

Week 5: Claims 

Mon. 9/19: Statistics in Claims 

Wed. 9/21: Claims Continued 

Fri. 9/23: Claims Discussion  

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 10; Reading 22 

Due: Paper Workshop 1 – Choice and Overview of Social Problem for Term Paper       

5:00pm  

 

Week 6: Claimsmakers 

Mon. 9/26: Lecture – Activists as Claimsmakers 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 3 – Activists as Claimsmakers 

Wed. 9/28: Lecture – Experts as Claimsmakers 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 4 – Experts as Claimsmakers 

Fri. 9/30: Discussion  

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 9, Reading 13 

 Due: Paper Workshop #2: Claims and Claimsmakers – Hardcopy in Class 

 

Week 7: Media 

Mon. 10/3: Lecture – The Media 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 5 – The Media and Claims 

Wed. 10/5: Media Continued 

Fri. 10/7: Discussion  

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 1; Reading 7 



Week 8: Midterm 

Mon. 10/10: Media Continued 

 Readings: TBD 

Wed. 10/12: Review and Catch Up Day 

Fri. 10/14: Midterm Exam 

 

Week 9: Public Reaction 

Mon. 10/17: Lecture – Public Reaction 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 6 – Public Reaction 

Wed. 10/19: Public Reaction Continued  

Fri. 10/21: Discussion 

Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 4; Reading 14; Reading 32 

 

Week 10: Policymaking 

Mon. 10/24: Lecture – Policymaking 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 7 – Policymaking 

Wed. 10/26: Policy Making Continued 

Fri. 10/28: Discussion 

Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 2 (Yes, this is the 2nd time); Reading 24; 

Reading 27 

Due: Paper Workshop #3: The Media and Public– Hardcopy in Class 

 

Week 11: Social Problems Work 

Mon. 10/31: Lecture – Social Problems Work 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 8 – Social Problems Work 

Tue. 11/2: Social Problems Work Continued 

Wed. 11/4: Discussion 

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 25; Reading 15 

 

 

 



Week 12: Policy Outcomes 

Mon. 11/7: Lecture – Policy Outcomes 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 9 – Policy Outcomes 

Wed. 11/9: Policy Outcomes Continued 

Fri. 11/11: Discussion  

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 29; Reading 30; Reading 33 

Due: Paper Workshop #4: Policy and Work – Hardcopy in class 

 

Week 13: Documentary  

Mon. 11/14: Giddeon’s Army Documentary  

Wed. 11/16: Continued 

Fri. 11/18: Continued – Class Discussion 

 Due Paper Workshop #5 – Policy Outcomes – Hardcopy in Class 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK – 11/21-11/25 

 

Week 14: Claims across Space and Time 

Mon. 11/28: Lecture – Claims across Space and Time 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 10 – Claims across Space and Time 

Wed. 11/30: Discussion  

 Readings: Social Problems Readings Reading 17 

Fri. 12/2: Final Paper Workshopping Day 

 

Week 15: Wrapping Up and Moving Forward 

Mon. 12/5: Lecture – Uses of the Constructionist Stance 

 Reading: Social Problems Chapter 11 – The Uses of the Constructionist Stance 

Wed. 12/7: Class Wrap Up Discussion  

Fri. 12/9: Final Exam Review  

Final Paper Due 12/9 – 11:59PM  

 

FINAL EXAM – Tuesday Dec 13th – 8:00-10:00 AM 


